Meeting Minutes of the CCOSD

On September 10, 2007, President Jim Pedersen called the meeting to order at 7:15 p.m. at American School for the Deaf, West Hartford, CT. All officers were present.
Roll Calls: 
Association of Latened Deaf Adults:
Joan Hanna (excused)
American School for the Deaf Alumni Assn: Sandra Mc Gee
American School for the Deaf:

Jeff Bravin 

ASD-Sign Language Resource Center:
Patti Wilson 
Bridgeport Association of the Deaf:
Bob Backofen 

Connecticut Assn. of the Deaf:

Michael Fiorino 

Commission on Deaf & HI:

Stacie Mawson 
CT Deaf Senior Citizens:


Julie Johnston 
CT Registry of Interpreters for the Deaf: Robin Crispino and Anna Maria Rinaldi
Connecticut Relay Service:

Arthur Moore 

DeafBlind Assn. of CT:


Tom and Karen Peters 

Deaf Women of CT:


June Freeman
FSW:





Ami Worcester and Maureen Rosselli
Hartford Club of the Deaf:

Eric Leckfor 
NCCC-CEDHH:



Mark Myers
Sound-off:




Anna Maria Rinaldi
St Francis des Salle:


(absent)
The visitors were Sally Brackett, Jean Groundwater, Peter Mc Gee, Elizabeth Sweeton and Andrea Carey
The June meeting minutes was approved as read.
.
President Pedersen’s Report:

· He apologized for the loss of email contacts with the members due to his personal computer crash down.  
· In several weeks, he attended several meetings such as Commission on Deaf and Hearing Impaired (CDHI)/Communication Advocacy Network (CAN), CDHI/Connecticut Association of the Deaf (CAD) and Connecticut Hospital Association (CHA)/OPA.
· The Office of Protection and Advocacy for Persons with Disabilities (OPA) shared the concern about the hospitals becoming too loose not to call for interpreting services when they treat deaf patients.  The federal decree expired in 2004.  The new medical staff does not have any training about deafness and interpreting services.  Many of the hospitals resist using video interpreting services provided by FSW.
· He expressed his gratitude and appreciation for Cassandra Boryslawskyj to update the CCOSD website during his vacation and computer crash-down.
· He discussed with Gary Meyer of Rochester, NY about his interest in giving his presentation on liability but he wanted more than 1 and 1/2 hours.  It cannot be done at the CCOSD meeting but suggested that he could be probably at the 2008 spring symposium.
· He attended the CDHI board meeting.  DNP (Disability Navigator Program will be effective on October 1, 2007 for anyone to navigate to proper agencies serving the persons with disabilities. He left some more information for Stacie Mawson to explain more in a few minutes.
· He announced the next CCOSD meeting date: December 3, 2007.  Includes the officers’ election.
Vice President Don Wetzel’s Report:

· He still seeks any persons interested in running for office.  

Secretary Sue Pedersen’s Report: 
· She promoted the OPA’s workshop, “Play It Safe” on September 15, 2007 at New England Assistive Technology.

· FSW asked if CCOSD could donate some money to Medical Interpreters Association of Connecticut (MIAC) panel including Lillian Garcia explaining about deafness, interpreting services, etc. on August 23, 2007.  Last August she sent a check of $100 to show cooperation and interest.

· Stan Koloski of Collaborative Disability Council wanted any organizations of the deaf to become a member of CDC so Sue thought CCOSD could represent all deaf organizations.
Treasurer Basil Brackett’s Report:

· He submitted the financial report of $5,608.78 that Michael Fiorino and Don Wetzel audited.
· He spent $113.00 for two plagues awarded to Karen Northup of Aetna Children’s Foundation and Bert Carter of FSW for their outstanding efforts to the deaf community prior their moving out of state.
· He and Michael Fiorino attended the panel discussion on August 23, and praised Lillian Garcia to act cool when the participants at MCIA asked her several tough questions. She gave a very good presentation.

The 2008 Spring Symposium committee had no report yet.
American School for the Deaf:
Jeff Bravin
· The schedule of 190 Mile/4 Day Bike Tour is follows as:

1. October 10: West Hartford to East Hampton 
2.  October 11: from East Hampton to New Haven, Bridgeport and Westport 
3.  October 12: from Bridgeport/Westport to Isola Bella, (Interested persons are welcome to have a bus ride to Isola Bella to welcome the bikers)
4.  October 13: From Isola Bella to ASD for the homecoming Day. (Volleyball and soccer games; parade at noontime and two reunions for Classes 1967 and 1977.
 10 bikers including Sandra Mc Gee and Mark Myers will ride with him.  He asked the CCOSD members for donation of $380 so CCOSD logo could be printed on the bikers’ shirts.  He expressed his thanks to ASDAA and CRID for their donations.  The biker’s special shirt would cost $65.  The long sleeved polo would cost $22.00 and the short-sleeved t-shirt costs $15.00   the deadline for purchasing these shirts was September 21, 2007.
· He gave full details about the construction /renovation on the buildings on the ASD campus.

· ASD will have its 190th Gala at Hartford Golf Club on November 16, 2007 to raise monies for ASD. ($190 a plate)

American School for the Deaf Alumni Association: Sandra Mc Gee

· Peter Mc Gee promoted the ASD homecoming on October 13, 2007 and the ASDAA Hall Fame of Athletics banquet honoring 10 alumni at the Radisson in Cromwell, CT.  The fliers were distributed.
 ASD/ Sign Language Resource Center: 

Patti Wilson, Liaison

· ASD starts the schedule for the eight-week ASL classes.  Any interested individual can register online using www.asd-1817.org 
· Ed Peltier, ASD Executive Director encourages his ASD staff and any interested persons to attend Jason Zinza’s workshop, “How to Make Students Responsible for Their Learning”  on September 21-22, 2007 sponsored by the ASD SL Resource Center and Sign Language Instructors’ Pool (SLIP).
· SLIP is looking into the issue of sign language categorized under the world language instead of foreign language spelled out in the state law.
· She recommended that CCOSD join the CAC for membership.
· She suggested that President and Secretary of CCOSD could attend the 190th Gala at the CCOSD’s expense.
CT Assn of the Deaf:
Michael Fiorino and Mark Myers, CAD President
· CAD will have the conference and separate meeting for the National Association of the Deaf Region 1 representatives and visitors at Groton Inn, Groton, CT on the weekend of November 9-11, 2007.  CCOSD donated $500 to CAD for President’s reception on November 9.  Frank Turk will talk about youth leadership; Ruth Moore will discuss the senior citizens. Phil Bravin will moderate the panel. Bobbie Beth Scoggins, NAD President will be the guest speaker.
· CAD still fights for the deaf persons’ rights of having the films captioned at 32 theatres but withdraw/vacated the appeal from CT Human Rights and Opportunities because this agency did not investigate well enough.  CAD wants to improve and strengthen the language concerning captioned films to appeal again with the federal Department of Justice someday in the future.  CAD believes that the Waterbury Cinema still leads as the best one to show the captioned films.
Commission on Deaf and Hard of Hearing: Stacie Mawson
· CDHI and Dept of Public Safety tested only five (5) towns, and wait for state budget to test other e-911 dispatch centers.  She is still interested in hiring a temporary worker earning $12- 13 per hour.  

· CDHI will have its open house on September 26 to promote Deaf Awareness Week including bingo game provided by Connecticut Light Power (CLP) and demonstration of a new voting machine.
· CDHI will host its a town meeting on October 24, 2007, and plans to have some more meetings in other towns.  CDHI will need to do the surveys at the town meetings to see if CDHI should change its name and then CDHI will ask for legislative mandate.

· CDHI will submit several issues to legislation follows as light pollution similar to noise pollution; victim’s rights and interpreting services CDHI provides for police, court, etc. 

· On September 11, she will attend the meeting at Bureau of Education for the Blind, and will try to increase the separate budget for deaf-blind clients.

· CDHI tries to keep their records confident according to HIPPA but now it learns that the public can read their records upon requests.

· Dept of Labor hired six (6) DPN (disability navigator programmers) for six regional centers to help people with disabilities after they take training.

· CDHI provides interpreting services for three colleges this year.

CT Registry of Interpreters for the Deaf:Robin Crispino and Anna Maria Rinaldi
· 23 interpreters showed up at CRID meeting including election on June 1.  As elected, she is the CRID board member.

·  There is a CT Mentoring Program (CMP) kick off for novice interpreters on September 15. 
· CRID creates a “bridge” outreach program for any NCCC interpreter students.
· CRID would like to start a book discussion program open to the public.

· CRID will have its state conference in September 2008.

· CRID will have 3 2008 workshops on introduction to voice skills, mentoring toolbox and decision-making.

· CRID would appreciate it if anyone donates to its Helen Beauchamp Memorial fund that will help with anyone taking the RID written exams’ expenses.

CT Deaf Senior Citizens: Julie Johnston 
· CDSC gathers every Tuesday and on last Tuesday, the senior citizens play bingo games.  It will have a meeting on September 11 at 1 pm. CDSC had the strawberry and blueberry festivals in the summer.
· CDSC will sponsor the New England Deaf Senior Citizens Conference in April 2008 at Groton, CT.

· Jeff Bravin will be the guest speaker on September 25.
CT Relay Service: Arthur Moore
· He thanked the members for support in getting the Sprint for the new five-year contract in providing the relay service.

· Sprint and Converse Communication Center will move to new quarters in the same building by September 24.  (Room 202 for CCC and Room 220 for Sprint) they no long sublease the same room with CCC.
· CT Relay board would have their meetings at rotating sites to become more visible starting with CDHI on September 24 at 6 p.m.
· SPRINT Service now contracts with HVRS to provide video relay interpreters.

· Captel device is now a popular item among hard of hearing people who can speak well but depends on captions relayed by the CTRS.  Pagers are very popular among deaf consumer nowadays.  

Basil Bracket mentioned that a deaf patient at the hospital should have video remote for VRS because the medical staff had a difficult time to hook up the TTY so asked the sick patient to help figure out this problem.  He was too ill to think about it.

FSW: Ami Worcester

· FSW needs a strong leader running the Community Service for Deaf and their Families (CSDF) so FSW did interview two candidates but still seeks more candidates.

· CHA will have a meeting with OPA and the deaf task force during the Deaf Awareness Week.

· Hartford Hospital does not use the FSW video interpreting (VI) service but has a contract with the Sign Talk.  Some deaf patients have concerns about their regional signs that are misunderstood by the Sign Talk staff.

· FSW will renew its contracts with some hospitals using VI.  Some other hospitals need new budgets for equipment purchase.

· FSW will continue training for the hospital staff about deafness, etc.
President Jim Pedersen expressed his apology for suspending the other representatives of DeafBlind Association of Connecticut, Deaf Women of Connecticut, NCCC-CEDHH and Sound-Off to give their reports because of time running out so the representatives could make any new important motions.
New Business:
· Anna Maria Rinaldi moved that CCOSD purchase a new computer. Basil Brackett amended that this new computer is the CCOSD property. PASSED
· Bob Backofen moved that CCOSD support ASD Bike-A-Thon for $380.00. PASSED
· Basil Brackett moved that CCOSD choose two representatives to attend the 190th Gala on November 16 for $190 per plate. PASSED

· June Freeman moved that CCOSD join CAC for membership. PASSED

· Basil Brackett moved that CCOSD reimburse Sue Pedersen $100.00 for her payment to MIAC. PASSED

President Pedersen adjourned the meeting at 9:32 p.m.  He expressed his gratitude to Jeff Bravin, ASD Special Projects Coordinator for allowing the CCOSD to hold the meeting at its facility.  
Following announcements made by the representatives were:

· Mark Myers announced that the Arts of Science facility at Northwestern Connecticut Community College would be built at the cost of 8.5 million dollars.
· Deaf Expo will be at Worcester, Massachusetts on September 15.

· ASL Expo scheduled on December 1, 2007 at Hartford Convention Center moves to the Big E at Springfield, Massachusetts on October 27.

Submitted by Secretary Sue Pedersen

